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"Goslar to Grasmere'" is a collaboration between the Wordsworth Trust and the Wordsworth Centre,
Lancaster University. It demonstrates the potential for creating information resources which are
based on museum collections but which go beyond traditional "object catalogue publication". The
project has produced a web site which is generated dynamically from the records in the database,
allowing new pages and material to be added at will. The transcribed manuscript sources in TEI
format are not "locked into" the site, but are available for other uses. Thus, "Goslar to Grasmere" is

a good example of how digital resources can be created in a format which allows their future re-use.

Background

The Wordsworth Trust is a museum and archive which holds a major Designated collection of
primary sources relating to Wordsworth, his immediate circle, and the Romantic poets in general.
This material has been catalogued as a “museum” collection over the past 15 years, using the
MODES cataloguing software and more recently ModesXML. These records are an analysed
summary of the object itself, its significance, and its collections management history. Thus a sheet

of paper containing a manuscript poem might be recorded thus:


mailto:richard@light.demon.co.uk

2008 Annual Conference of CIDOC
Athens, September 15 — 18, 2008
Richard Light

[EIModesxML - [Application: Object records. File: WT main collections]
i

indow  Options  Hel 12 x|

ide: % 1dentity number 1+ Key DS 50 g i

Objectidentity Number DCMS 56
Recorder Iriisls L Date: 2652002
Recorder Initiels VH Date 2311993

Identification

Keyword DCMS 58 System WTMS

K

Keyword jverse
raisworth in the hands of Wiliam and Mary Wordsworth, dated 1806, Continuous fair copy of Home at
ize 413mm x 330mm (o)

th, Willam (1770-1850). - Single sheet of verse by
s 192-457. Line 192 We wil e free and a:

The Recluse, part first, ook first, Home &t Grasmere
uriferm ke
W il o fres and &5 ws mean to Ive,
ms first ine.
ree, and, as we mean to live

Production

Patson Role auther Mame iWordswearth, Wiliam
{Deﬂe 1908
Method wirten
Production
P Feole b Name ordsweorth, Willam
Persan Feole transcrizer Mame Wordsworth, Mary
Date 1306
Method transeribed
Hotes This single sheet cortains af 1l 182-957 and s an earler version m DCMS sa n is in the Mar\d or Wl Wordsworth except for I 276-321 which ars inthe hand of Mary
\Nurdswmlh The sheetis rleect 1801 and foldes u| Ivmth side. & fpp 137mmx115mmh been stitched onto the left side Hh
et it it i aver cabarete. prt\GR GLYhSmhd sheet contains Il 373-357. Mary Wordsworth used the revised

of ahorn in shiel
e first part of Do 5o
There are seversl ‘Home st Grasr nuscripts, this one is known &= MS A, The Recluse was 10 be a ‘long and Isorious’ work consisting of three khooks. The only one compisted
s the micile one which was The Exursion. The other two were not completed, Home at Grasmere! was the first part of the first book.

shes
2w 55 when she beganto s

Fole conservator Name Cockerel, Sandy
rebourd
| Conservatiortumber ElNuriser 7
Exhibition
govgamsaﬂon Role [venue Mame Tete Brtein
Dete
s S e =
CARE W AERL IS Editing 1 - Reeond 24638 of 61822 61822 records.
#oseart] | M = | 94 Lwriter 2.7 - [meps-d... || modessmi | @0 whE

Figure 1: Object summary record

The information relating to the object's actual content is minimal: various titles and a prose

description:

<Title>The Recluse, part first, book first, Home at Grasmere<Type>uniform title</Type></
Title>

<Title>We will be free and as we mean to live<Type>ms first line</Type></Title>
<Title>We will be free, and, as we mean to live<Type>uniform first line</Type></Title>

<Notes>This single sheet contains a fair copy of Il. 192-457 and is an earlier version of
DCMS 59. It is in the hand of William Wordsworth except for Il. 278-321 which are in the
hand of Mary Wordsworth. The sheet is countermarked 1801 and folded to form three
columns on each side. A small piece of paper 137mm x 115mm has been stitched onto the
left side of the sheet, it contains an incomplete watermark - part of a horn in shield over
elaborate capitals GR or GL. The stitched on sheet contains Il. 379-397. Mary Wordsworth
used the revised DCMS 58 when she began to transcribe the first part of DCMS
59.</Notes>

The Goslar to Grasmere project
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"Goslar to Grasmere" is a collaboration between the Wordsworth Trust and the Wordsworth Centre,
Lancaster University. The project aims “to explore the relationship between physical, inhabited
space; represented, imagined space; and material and textual space” by an examination of two early
Wordsworthian texts: the earliest surviving drafts of The Two Part Prelude and the manuscripts for
Home at Grasmere in four MS notebooks. This required a re-examination of this material from a

different perspective, more detailed than that required to catalogue it.

First, the sources needed to be photographed, so that layout of the original text could be presented.
Standard digital photography was used to achieve this. Second, the text itself had to be transcribed,

so that it could be annotated and used for searching.

Transcription of primary sources

The Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) Guidelines' were chosen to encode the texts. The TEI
framework is widely used to encode texts of academic interest, with the intention that the results
can potentially be re-used in future by other projects. It provides a rich set of tools, which allow a

text to be analysed in whatever manner is relevant to the project at hand.

In this case we were interested in capturing information such as:
« physical features (crossings-out; insertions; blots)
« psychological elements (Freudian slips; inversions)
- subjects or themes in the poetry
+ links to image files

+ position of a line within its image file

1 http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml
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TEI “feature structures” proved capable of encoding all of these. Here is an example of a line

311
1

containing an unclear letter “i”” and an example of “contamination”:

<l n="198" id="DCMS58HAG.1.7">Far less from any momentary f<unclear>

<add type="supralinear" hand="hand.ww1">i</add></unclear>t

<fs type="line.feature"> <f name="work"><str>Home at Grasmere</str></f> <f
name="hand"> <str>hand.wwl</str> </f> <f name="accidental

revision"> <str>Contamination</str> </f></fs><?MXMLparent DCMS58HAG.1?></I>

Here is a line whose offset within the image of its containing page is recorded:

<l n="196" id="DCMS58HAG.1.5">And of the power she has within herself

<fs type="page.offset" id="DCMS58HAG.5a" > <f name="offset.left"><msr value="3"
unit="px" valueTo="308"/></f><f name="offset.top"><msr value="96" unit="px"
valueTo="130"/></f></fs><?MXMLparent DCMS58HAG.1?></I>

We chose to encode subjects and themes using “segments”, which allow simple “type/subtype”

analysis:

<I n="3" id="RTHAGMSB.3"><seg part="M" subtype="Repotia" type="Repetition"><seg
subtype="Parenthesis" type="poetical effects" part="M"><seg subtype="Memory /
Forgetting" type="Body and Mind">I cannot well remember</seg>, but the<seg
type="Thematic Time" subtype="Hourly"> hour</seg></seg></seg></I>

While the database we used — ModesXML? — supports XML natively, it has a simple indexing
mechanism which only retrieves complete “records”. We therefore analysed poems so that each
line was a separate “record” in the database, and used XML processing instructions to link these
records together. The examples above include “parent” links; in addition there are “child” links

from the record about the whole poem to its individual lines:

2 http://www.modes.org.uk/index.asp?page=modes



2008 Annual Conference of CIDOC
Athens, September 15 — 18, 2008
Richard Light

<div type="page" id="DCMS58HAG.1">

<figure url="MSAcol1frrightNIK1140_jpg.jpg" rend="scalingfactorl"><fs
type="image.dimension" id=""><f name="width"><msr value="413" unit="px"
valueTo=""/></f><f name="height"><msr value="883" unit="px"
valueTo=""/></f></fs></figure>

<div type="page-body">

<lg>

<?MXMLchild DCMS58HAG.1.1?>

<?MXMLchild DCMS58HAG.1.2?>

<?MXMLchild DCMS58HAG.1.37>...

<?MXMLchild DCMS58HAG.1.467?>

</lg></div></div>

These links allow us to reconstruct all or part of any poem, as required. This is how the data looks

while being edited in ModesXML:

lodesXML - [Application: TEI documents. File: ¥erse Manuscripts 16 April]

File Edit Select Mavigate Yiew Grid Output Window Options Help

_l8|x
&l = Tidee % 1d | ey DOMSEBHAGYT
cha o o B

vz will be free and a3 we meanta ive

Home at Grasmere

hand w1
Idf DChSSEHAG 13 Left start & Left end 308 Top start 22 Top end 52
LPL MEMLparert DCMSSEHAG.1

Figure 2: Line of poem being edited

The database automatically maintains indexes based on the metadata which has been added:
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Figure 3: Main subjects index

The web site

We required a web site which would display and explain this material. The ModesXML database
was again used: this time to hold the web site pages. However, these were authored separately
using a word processor. In order to convert them to the required XML format, they were opened in
Open Office and then exported as XHTML. An XSLT transform then converted this XHTML into
the form of XML required for “web site” records, and the resulting documents were imported

directly into the web site data file.

This is an example of a web page viewed as XML:

<page><pageld sortOrder="1">ChooseYourRoute</pageld>
<context><parentPageld>FrontPage</parentPageld><childPageld/></context>
<metadata> <topic type="generator" value="StarOffice/OpenOffice.org XSLT
(http://xml.openoffice.org/sx2ml)"/> <topic type="author" value="Sally Bushell"/> <topic
type="created" value="2007-07-08T14:34:00"/> <topic type="changedby" value="Sally
Bushell"/> <topic type="changed" value="2007-07-08T14:44:00"/> <topic
type="navigator" value="Choose Your Route"/></metadata>

<Css> ... </css>

<content> <hl class="GGHeadingl1">Choose Your Route </h1> <p
class="GGnormal">This website is designed with filters to allow different users to access
different elements of the interpretative metadata. You can choose to access the entire site,
or to see only parts of it which are relevant to your interests. Select a filter by clicking
below:</p><p class="GGPageLink"><mwsPagelLink pageld="FrontPage">Access Whole

6
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Site (no filter) </mwsPagelLink></p> ... </p></content></page>

The “web site” XML application consists of a simple “wrapper” around standard XHTML 1.0, with
elements such as Cascading Style Sheet (CSS) instructions being kept separately from the page
content. The XML record also contains information about this page's “parent” page, which allows

tables of contents and navigation panels to be constructed dynamically.

Linking it all together

The “web site” XML is dynamically converted into HTML using an XSLT transform. Markup
within the “web site” XML is used to indicate linkages between data in the different files. For

example, the element given above:

<mwsPagelink pageld="FrontPage">Access Whole Site (no filter) </mwsPageLink>

indicates a cross-reference from one page on the site to another. This will be rendered within the
final page as a standard HTML <a href="XXX"> hyperlink. Links to the other data files have their

own coding, e.g.:

<mwsRecord indexkey="DCMS58HAG" indexname="Id" mode="summary1l"
mwsLink="HAG"/>

links to the record with key “DCMSS58HAG” in the file specified by the link “HAG”, which in turn

is defined as a link to a specific index on a specific file:

<mwsLink name="HAG"><application>TEI</application> <filename>Verse Manuscripts 16
April</filename> <indexname>Id</indexname></mwsLink>
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The end result of all this linking is that the primary sources (the TEI-based transcription and

analysis) can be used within web pages without the need to make copies of their content. Thus the

following page:

THE MANUSCRIPT OF MS A

Home at Grasmere: IManuscnpt A (a far copy of Il 192-457 in a version earlier than that of M3.B). Actual size =41.3 2 33 cm.
Click on one of the six columns to display the corresponding enlarged column and transcription, for the first two images. Click on
the whole page images to view the entire sheet

Click on any small image to display the corresponding full size page and transcription (where available).

Home Pag
From Goslar to Grasmere
MS JT: The Early Prelude

Home at Grasmere

Pages of MIS A
Cohumn 1
Column 2
Column 3

Column 4
Column 5
Column 6
Understanding MS A
Map
S A Interactive

Figure 4: Web page with dynamically included text

was generated by looking up the TEI record for DCMS58HAG, then picking out a “thumbnails”
child record which contains the names of the four thumbnails of images of DCMS 58. Clicking on

any of these thumbnails will bring up a larger image of the selected column, together with a

formatted transcription:
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THE MANUSCRIPT OF MS A

Home at Grasmere: Matmscript A (a fair copy of Il 192-457 in a version eatlier than that of M3 B). Actual size =41.3 2 33 cm.
Click on one of the six columns to display the corresponding enlarged column and transcription, for the first two images. Click on
the whole page images to view the entire sheet

Click on any small image to display the corresponding full size page and transcription (where available)

To share in this days pleasure. From afar

They came like Emmas & myself'to live

Taogether here in peace and solitude

Chusing thiz valley they who had the cheice

Of the whole world: we saw them gdayby day
Through those two months of unrelenting sterm [330]
Conspicucus m the centre of the Lake

Theit safe retreat we knew them well I guess

That the whole valley knew them but to us

They were more dear than may be well believedinote]
Mot only for their beauty and their still

And placid way of life & faithfil love

Inseparable not for these alone

s much
But ﬁ bt ﬁhmr ['f‘]St ate regembled ours
They also having chosen this abode

And we a solitary pair like them.

d gl S R e e i

Figure 5: Web page with TEI transcription included

This site nicely demonstrates the possibility, which XML offers, of separating content from
presentation. Combining that general ability with a database gives even greater flexibility. The
same source material could be displayed in many different ways, using different selections of data,
etc. In this site, “filters” are used to present only those pages which match a particular type of
interest (general public; specialist; educationalist). Searches will pick out the lines (or groups of
contiguous lines) which demonstrate a particular stylistic feature. Here we see two lines from the

above extract featuring in the results of a search:
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MS A: search for "'({Line features{={hand: hand.ww1}) AND ({Line features}=*{accidental revision:})"
Thus 15 the result of your search for "({Line features} ={hand. hand.ww1}) AND ({Lme features}=*{accidental revision } )"
[198] Far less from any momentary ']t

[208] Ambition net aspiting to the prmseize

[20%] Of outoward things but for the prize within
[213] And for the Sould I do net say too much

[218] Bleak seazon was it turbulent & bleanl

[243] Had yeldeded up hus breath the awful trance
[260] That [?faced] with a passionate welcomng 260

[226] They came ke Emmas & myself to live

[22%] Of the whole world: we saw them bydayby day
[352] The Sheeph[7h]erd may have seized the deadly tube

[269] Of Stransers Blacsd aleeady, none would would give

Figure 6: Search results including specific transcribed lines

Sets of lines are also combined dynamically to form a “speculative text”: a possible form that the

complete poem might have taken at a particular point in the process of its creation.

Beyond “Goslar to Grasmere”

The Wordsworth Trust has now taken a similar approach to its main collection. Summary records
like the one in Figure 1 are, where appropriate, being complemented by full TEI transcriptions, for
textual material like letters. In addition, new ModesXML files are being set up to record people and
places, and links to these files are being made from the object records. This allows displays like this

to be produced:

10
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Sketch map of Grasmere
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Blacksmith
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l.'nderhrlm.‘

| George Rawnson

‘ (Lancrigg) » ¥ George Mackereth

LI
Geordy Green |
{Kittycrag) Swan Inn {(Gawain Mackereth)

* Dawson (Ben Place)

L]
Forest Side
Lewthwaite {Grove)

L]
‘Olliff {The Hollins)

HOLLINS
wooD

Dove Cottage, Town End
PlaceName: Dove Cottage and the
Wardsworth Museuam

PlaceMame: Dove Cottage

PlaceName: YWordsworth Museurn, Dove
Cottage

Place: Town End, Grasmere, Lakes,
Curbria, England, museum, art gallery,
MNY34270724, MY30, 10Km square
MDAcode: GRMDC

Subject: environment

Subject: society, museums

Subject: personalia, Wordsworth

Subject: fine art

Type: MM photo

References: B.Jx21 jpg Dove Cottage,
5.10.2005, BJx22 jpg Wordsworth Museum,
and Jerwood Centre., 5.10.2005, BJ=53.jpy
Jerwnod Centre |, 5 102005

Type: hearsay

SummaryText: Built 1600z as the Dove
and Olive Bough Inn, called Townend by the
Waordsworths. William Wordsworth rented it
from 17599 to 1808, and his three children
were born here. Afterwards it was rented by
Thaomas de Quincey.

KeywordList: 16005, Dove and Olive Bough
Inn, Townend Cottage, Wordsworth Family,
Wordsworth, William, de Quincey, Thomas,
1799=1808

Wordsworth, Wiliam {1770-1850)
ObjectName: person

BriefDescription: B

Figure 7: Web page linking map to gazetteer and biographical records

where clicking on “Dove Cottage” on the map brings up both the gazetteer entry and the
biographical data associated with that place. (This link makes use of a Topic Map, which contains
fine-grained links between people, places, events, etc. The Topic Map is generated automatically

from the other data sources.)

Overall, this approach holds out the promise that the Wordsworth Trust will be able to record its
data once, without unnecessary duplication, and then “publish” it in as many different contexts as it
requires. In principle, the same information could also be made available to external bodies in
machine-processible form. For example, the main collections file is now available for harvesting

via the Open Archives Initiative (OAI) protocol.
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